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Use Grade Levels
This book spans multiple

grade levels. Choose a
few lessons each week

and try new ones as
needed. Try tougher
lessons later in the

summer or next year.

1
Go Week by Week

This book is designed to
use over 8 weeks.

We suggest spreading it out
over a few days each week

and finding a time that
works for your students.

2
Watch Helpful Videos
Scan the QR codes in this
book to watch videos with

extra instructions and
examples. Find all of our

videos at
MichiganLearning.org/

summer.

3

Welcome to your
summer activity book!
Here’s how to use this book to have a summer full of learning and fun.

find even More summer fun on
your tv and online
Find us on your TV, on our 24/7 online livestream, or explore our huge
on-demand content library.
Visit Michiganlearning.org/schedule to see what’s on our broadcast TV channel, or
tune-in to our free online livestream. We’re on TV, online, statewide, anytime. 



Weeks and Themes
Each week of our summer program has a different theme. 
See what’s in store below. 

Week 1: Take Flight
From planes and kites to butterflies and birds, discover the fables and physics of
things that fly.

Week 2: Under Water
Dive deep into oceans, rivers, and our own Great Lakes to discover what it takes
to live beneath the waves.

Week 3: Heroes
Celebrate our nation’s birthday and the people we call heroes, whether they are
veterans, everyday helpers, or the kind who wear capes.

Week 4: Creatures
From the prehistoric to the present, learn about the fascinating features of
creatures near and far.

Week 5: Engineering
Meet the people who design bridges, cars, and video games and learn how to
think like an engineer.

Week 6: Great Outdoors
Explore the world outside your door and the incredible parks and waters that
belong to us all.

Week 7: When I Grow Up
All summer we’ll learn about different careers—this week, think about all the
exciting possibilities in your future!

Week 8: Shoot for the Stars
Look up at the night sky and into outer space and meet people who risked
everything to follow their dreams.
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Watch Read,
Write, ROAR!
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with
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Week 1: Take Flight 
Complete activities and play BINGO!
Scan the QR code or visit Michiganlearning.org/summer
to see video lessons for this week’s activities. Use the
boxes below to check off activities as you complete
them. See if you can get a BINGO!
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POINT OF VIEW WRITING: OTTERLY AMAZING

EPISODE 108: RIVERS AND LAKES

Choose an animal and write a narrative from that animal’s first-person point of view. It could
be a wild animal or even a pet. 

What animal will you choose?
What facts might you need to gather? Where will you look?

TIP: First-person narrative writings use pronouns like I, me, my, we, and us, so be sure to use
those words in your writing. 
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mATERIALS 
- Blank CD
- Balloons
- Glue gun
- Bottle lid (push-up type)
- Adult helper

dIFFICULTY 

fun fact 
Lee-on-the-Solent in England 

is where you can find the 
Hovercraft Museum which holds 

the world’s largest collection 
of hovercraft designs, including 
some of the earliest and largest 

hovercrafts ever created! 

Friction 
Friction is the resistance that one surface or 

object encounters when moving over another 
surface or object. Different types of materials 

create varying amounts of friction. Friction can 
be found in our everyday lives and allows us 
to stand without falling, drive our cars safely 

 down the road, and allows us to even 
 grip a racket when playing tennis.  

Why are friction jokes
hard to tell at school? 

*Answer on the next page
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*Joke Answer -
Most teachers won’t let them slide! 

Hovercraft

eXPERIMENT 
Step 1: Gather materials. 

Step 2: Use glue to fasten the bottle cap directly over the center hole  
of the CD. Be sure it is sealed completely to prevent air from leaking. 

Step 3: Blow up and connect a balloon to the top of the closed bottle cap. 

Step 4: Open the bottle cap, allowing the air from inside the balloon to escape 
  and observe how the hovercraft behaves on a flat surface. 

WHY IT WORKS 
Hovercrafts work by using air to lift the craft off of the surface.  As the balloon deflates, the air is 
pushed out through the bottom of the CD.  Because of the weight, shape and texture of the CD, a thin layer of 
air is formed between the CD and the smooth table top surface. This layer of air reduces the friction between 
the CD and the surface allowing the CD to move easily and hover over the table. 

EXTEND YOUR LEARNING 
- What would happen if you used a different shaped balloon?
- Will it work with a heavy plastic plate, or cardboard instead of the CD?
- How far can you get your hovercraft to go?  What adjustments can be made to make it move faster?
- Can your hovercraft glide across any other surfaces? Carpet? Tile? Cement?
- How much weight can your hovercraft carry?

WORKFORCE CONNECTION 
Fire-rescue workers use amphibious hovercraft to rescue people in flooded, muddy or icy areas. The hovercraft 
can easily go up to people's homes to rescue them right at their front door and works much better than a 
helicopter for this purpose. Fire and rescue workers also need to understand how to operate and maneuver the 
craft which means part of their job is to practice these rescue scenarios in the event a real situation arises. 
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Rounding Whole Numbers 

Directions: Round each number to the nearest ten.  

Directions: Round each number to the nearest hundred. 

Directions: Round each number to the nearest thousand. 

5. 7,235 = __________4. 8 92, 0 99 = __________

3. 184 = __________2. 634 = __________1. 1 , 499 =  _____ _____

6. 312 = __________5. 299 = __________4. 3,591 = __________

3. 2, 317 =__________2. 154 = __________1. 89 = __________

1. 9,459 = __________

6. 900 = __________5. 7,991 = __________4. 3 , 451 , 981 = __________

2. 17,999 = __________ 3. 10,238,071 = __________

6. 19, 961 = __________

Revised with the permission of WGBH Educational Foundation ('WGBH') and/or Public Broadcasting Service ('PBS') (or 
other copyright holder indicated on the page). WGBH and/or PBS (or other indicated copyright holder) is not 
responsible for the content or accuracy of the revision.
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Character Traits

Who is your character? Choose a character trait to describe them.o 
There are some suggestions below!

SHOW the character trait to the reader! Write about what the character is 
DOING because of that trait.

Other words for "kind" 
considerate 
generous 
helpful 
thoughtful 

Other words for "funny" 
amusing 
comical 
hilarious 
silly 

Other words for "lazy" 
lackadaisical 
lethargic 
passive 
weary 

Other words for "energetic" 
exuberant 
lively 
spirited 
vivacious 

Other words for "wise" 
knowledgable 
perceptive 
prudent 
shrewd 

Other words for "friendly" 
affable 
amiable 
gregarious 
welcoming 

Other words for "unfriendly" 
antisocial 
disagreeable 
hostile 
rude

Other words for "hard-
working" 
diligent 
industrious 
persevering
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