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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
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Plus activities from PBS
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Collector, Nature Cat and
Elinor Wonders Why



 Summer Fun Activity Book  | Upper Elementary  | Michigan Learning Channel |1

 Summer Fun Activity Book |  Early Learners  | Michigan Learning Channel |1

How to Use This Book
WWee''vvee  ccuurraatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  iinnssppiirree  lleeaarrnniinngg  aallll  ssuummmmeerr  lloonngg..

Fight the summer slide with math and writing refreshers, then explore your world 
with scavenger hunts and science experiments the whole family can try.

Use the guides below to make the most of this summer!

Share Your Thoughts

Extend the 
Learning

Scan the QR codes in this 
book to watch videos with 

extra instructions and 
examples. Find all of our 

summer videos at 
MichiganLearning.org/ 

summer

Use Grade 
Levels

This book spans multiple
grade levels. Choose a
few lessons each week

and try new ones as
needed. Try tougher
lessons later in the

summer or next year.

1
Follow Weekly 

Themes
This book is designed to 

use for 8 weeks of summer. 
We suggest spreading it out
over a few days each week 

and finding a time that 
works for your family.

2 3

And Don't 

Forget!

Scan this QR code to take a short survey
about our Summer of Fun program to let us 

know what you like about our books and
what you'd like to see in the future.

Or VISIT
 MichiganLearning.org/SummerSurvey



2 | Summer Fun Activity Book | Upper Elementary | Michigan Learning Channel

Houghton

MarquettePorcupine Mountains

Black Rocks

Escanaba

Sleeping Bear Dunes

Cherry Season

Ludington

Ziibiwing Cen

ter

Mt. Pleasant

Flint Farmers’ Mark
et

Turnip Rock

Lake St. Claire

Mexicantown

Spirit of Detroit
Manoomin Wild Rice

Ann Arbor

Color Across
Michigan!Isle Royale 

National Park
Copper Harbor

Ironwood WNMU

Manistique

Saulte Ste. Marie

Macinaw City

Petoskey

Gaylord

Traverse City

Cadillac

Bay City

Port Austin

Detroit

Jackson

Battle CreekKalamazoo

Lansing

Holland

Grand RapidsMuskegon
Midland

WCMU DELTA COLLEGE
PUBLIC MEDIA

DPBSWKAR

WGVU



 Summer Fun Activity Book  | Upper Elementary  | Michigan Learning Channel |3

On TV. Online. 
Statewide.

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.

Weeks and 
Themes

Each week has a set of lessons, additional programs, 
activities, and field trips based on the weekly theme.

Week 1: Animals 
Explore the animal kingdom for ferocious fun!

Week 2: Across America
From coast to coast, explore what it means to be American

Week 3: Sports and Games 
Get serious about fun pastimes, from soccer to Sodoku.

Week 4: Engineering 
Tinker, design, build, rebuild, and find engineering everywhere.

Week 5: Our Stories 
From legends to our everyday lives, stories shape who we are.

Week 6: Great Lakes
Dive in and explore the lakes that make Michigan special.

Week 7: Around the World
Experience food, art, music, and cultures from around the globe.

Week 8: Space 
Meet astronauts and virtually visit the planets and stars.
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On TV. Online. 
Statewide. Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.

The Michigan Learning Channel has Engagement Coordinators across the state 
that serve as your local connection to everything happening at our channel and 
at your local PBS station. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Coordinators 
to learn more about our Engagement Coordinators and see their local event 
schedules by region, or contact them directly using their information below. 

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Local Events

Michigan Learning Channel 
Engagement Coordinators by Region

WNMU 
WNMU-TV 
Channel 13.4 
Emily Roussin 
eroussin@nmu.edu

WCMU 
Alpena 
Channel 6.4 
Renee Mahon 
mahon2rm@cmich.edu

WGVU 
Grand Rapids 
Channel 35.6 
Rachel Cain 
cainra@gvsu.edu

WDCQ 
Delta College Public Media 
Channel 19.5 
Lauren Saj 
laurensaj@delta.edu

WKAR 
WKAR Public Media 
Channel 23.5 
Robin Pizzo 
robin@wkar.org

WTVS 
Detroit Public TV 
Channel 56.5 
Shernita Rodgers 
srodgers@dptv.org
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Where to Find the 
Michigan Learning Channel
Find your favorite shows 
anywhere you go!

From the QR Codes:
Scan any of the QR codes in this book to see the accompanying video 
right on your device.

On Demand:
Video lessons and activities at MichiganLearning.org  

Click your grade level for this week’s selected lessons  
Or, use “Find a Lesson” to search by grade, subject, and educational standard 

On the App:
Find shows on the free PBS app 
The PBS App is available for mobile devices, Roku, Apple TV, and 
on many Smart TVs.

Search for Read Write Roar, Math Mights, Extra Credit, DIY Science Time, 
Wimee’s Words, InPACT at Home, Simple Gift Series, and more great programs.

On the Livestream:
Watch the 24/7 livestream at MichiganLearning.org/live-tv 

On TV:
Find us on broadcast television with an antenna  

On TV. Online. 
Statewide.

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.
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VISIT us online to view all shows, learn about events, 
and download activities!

www.michiganlearning.org
Follow @michlearning to find out more. 

The Michigan Learning Channel is funded through a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Education. 

Serving students statewide through your local PBS station, 
the Michigan Learning Channel has everything kids need to 

build their brains and engage in learning key concepts to 
succeed in school!

Preschool
Read, sing, and play with your little one.
     Wimee’s Words
       Join Wimee, the fun, lovable robot that inspires kids to learn through creativity. 
     Simple Gift Series 
      Make music, find something new, and read with Betty the Bookworm. 
     POP Check     POP Check
      Mindful practice tools to Pause, Own what we are feeling, and Practice relaxing. 

Kindergarten to 3rd Grade
Keep kids learning with fun lessons taught by Michigan teachers. 
     Read, Write, Roar
       Kids build literacy skills with engaging ELA lessons. 
     Math Mights 
       Build number sense and learn strategies for solving math problems.
     InPACT     InPACT
      Get moving with this home-based physical activity program. 

4th to 6th Grade
Short, engaging videos and hands-on lessons keep tweens engaged.
     Extra Credit 
       Creative writing, math, fitness, career exploration, and more!
     Curious Crew
       Dr. Rob Stephensen and inquisitive kids take a hands-on apprach to scientific exploration.
     Story Pirates     Story Pirates
      Bite-sized literary lessons with comedians, authors, and teachers.

Learn Anywhere!
On Air. Online. On Demand.
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weekday
summer schedule

Pre-K

12PM 

Details at MichiganLearning.org/schedule rev 03/23

Wimee’s Words, Simple Gifts Series, Signing Time, PBS 
Kids Shows

Let’s Learn

4th - 5th 
Grade

11am 

3rd Grade

Story Pirates, Infinite Art Hunt, and More

8:30am 

Read, Write, ROAR!, Math Mights and more
10am 

6:00AM - 
8:30AM

1:00pm - 
1:30pm 

GRADETIME WHAT’S ON

PBS Special 
Programming

WATCH on the Michigan Learning Channel.
Episodes are available on-demand or stream the channel at 
MichiganLearning.org/summer

Visit MichiganLearning.org 
and follow @MichLearning 
on social media to find out more.

Kindergarten
1st Grade

2nd Grade

1:30pm -
3pm 

Pre-K Read, Write, ROAR! Preschool, Wimee’s Words, 
Simple Gift Series, Signing Time

3pm-6pm 6th - 12th
Grade

Extra Credit, DIY Science Time, Story Pirates, and More

Pre-K 6PM-8PM The Nap Time Show, Let's Learn, Reading Buddies

8PM-5AM
The Career Center, Great Lakes Now, and More
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Free learning games
with your favorite 
PBS KIDS characters 
anytime, anywhere! 

Thousands of free videos 
from PBS KIDS, the #1 
educational media brand 
for kids.

GRADES PK-2MULTIPLE LEARNING GOALS

K-2Molly of Denali Literacy

1-2PBS KIDS ScratchJr Critical Thinking & Coding

PK-KPBS Parents Play & Learn Literacy & Math

K-2Ready Jet Go! Space Explorer Science

K-2Photo Stuff with Ruff Science

K-2Nature Cat's Great Outdoors Science

K-2Ready Jet Go! Space Scouts Science & Engineering

K-2Jet's Bot Builder Science & Engineering

PK-KDaniel Tiger for Parents  (           ) Emotions, Self-Awareness & Relationships

PK-KPlay and Learn Science  (           ) Science

PK-KThe Cat in the Hat Builds That! Science & Engineering

PK-KPlay and Learn Engineering (           ) Science & Engineering

PK-KThe Cat in the Hat Invents Science & Engineering

  App                Grade    Learning Goals

App Learning Goals

FREE APPS
at pbskids.org/apps

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are trademarks owned by Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission.

for parents 
& caregivers

for parents 
& caregivers

for parents 
& caregivers
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Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Make a bird 
feeder

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Story 
Pirates Look for 

birds

Try “Envi-
ronmental

Science 
Issues”

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Math 
Park HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Go for a 
walk or hike Read for 20 

minutes

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy Spot a 

squirrel

Go for a 
walk or hike

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Research a 
featured 
career

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

60 mins. of 
activity

Write a 
story about 
an animal

Week 1: Animals 

Explore the animal kingdom for ferocious fun! Our featured careers this 
week are biologist, zookeeper, and veterinarian. Scan the QR code or
visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-1-Animals to explore all of our videos 
this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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1. Select a bird feeder base: Pinecones are a
popular foundation for a bird feeder, but you may
also use an empty paper towel roll or a stale piece
of bread.

2. String it up: Run a wire, dental floss
or cotton string through your bird feeder.
Secure the two ends together to make a loop.

3. Make it sticky: Coat the base with peanut butter.
If you know someone who has peanut allergies, use
honey instead.

4. Add some goodies: Roll the feeder in raisins,
cranberries, unsalted and unbuttered popcorn,
sunflower seeds, shelled plain peanuts or
mixed birdseed.

5. Hang it up: Place your bird
feeder on a hook or on a tree branch
outside your window. Discover which
birds are popular in your neighborhood,
research what they like to eat, and make
a bird feeder for them.

6. Keep a wildlife journal: Record what
kind of birds and other animals come to visit
your feeder!

What to Do:
• Pinecone, paper

towel holder or piece
of bread

• Peanut butter
or honey

• Your choice of the
following:

Raisins
Cranberries
Plain popped popcorn
Sunflower seeds 
Shelled plain peanuts 
Mixed birdseed

• Safety scissors

• Wire, dental floss or
cotton string

What You Need:

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public 
Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. Major funding for the series is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) and the Van Eekeren Family, founders of Land O’Frost. 
Additional funding: The Hamill Family Foundation, The Segal Family Foundation, The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, Polk Bros. Foundation, Sage Foundation, Philip F. Schoch Charitable Trust. 

NATURE CAT and associated characters, trademarks and design elements are owned by Spiffy Entertainment, LLC © 2020 Spiffy Entertainment, LLC, All rights reserved.

Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/naturecat

Make a Bird Feeder
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Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/lyla

Lyla in the Loop™ is produced by Mighty Picnic in Association with Pipeline Studios. The contents of this program were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those 
contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. The project is funded by a Ready To Learn 
grant [PR/Award No. S295A200004, CFDA No. 84.295A] provided by the Department of Education to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for Lyla in the Loop is provided 
by: a Ready To Learn Grant from the U.S. Department of Education; the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private corporation funded by the American People; and public television viewers.

Lyla in the Loop™ / © 2024 Mighty Picnic LLC, All rights reserved. 

MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY:LYLA IN THE LOOP IS PRODUCED BY:

Secret Message Symbols
Use the code on the next page to reveal a secret message.

Match the symbols and letters to find out what it says!
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Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/lyla

Lyla in the Loop™ is produced by Mighty Picnic in Association with Pipeline Studios. The contents of this program were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those 
contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. The project is funded by a Ready To Learn 
grant [PR/Award No. S295A200004, CFDA No. 84.295A] provided by the Department of Education to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for Lyla in the Loop is provided 
by: a Ready To Learn Grant from the U.S. Department of Education; the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private corporation funded by the American People; and public television viewers.

Lyla in the Loop™ / © 2024 Mighty Picnic LLC, All rights reserved. 

MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY:LYLA IN THE LOOP IS PRODUCED BY:

THE SECRET CODE

Use the symbol code to write your own secret message below.
Give it to someone else to see if they can decode your message into words!

Secret Message Symbols

A B C D E F G H I J

K L M N O P Q R S T

U V W X Y Z ! ? , .

EXAMPLE
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POINT OF VIEW WRITING: OTTERLY AMAZING

EPISODE 108: RIVERS AND LAKES

Choose an animal and write a narrative from that animal’s first-person point of view. It could
be a wild animal or even a pet. 

What animal will you choose?
What facts might you need to gather? Where will you look?

TIP: First-person narrative writings use pronouns like I, me, my, we, and us, so be sure to use
those words in your writing. 
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Character Traits

Who is your character? Choose a character trait to describe them.o 
There are some suggestions below!

SHOW the character trait to the reader! Write about what the character is 
DOING because of that trait.

Other words for "kind" 
considerate 
generous 
helpful 
thoughtful 

Other words for "funny" 
amusing 
comical 
hilarious 
silly 

Other words for "lazy" 
lackadaisical 
lethargic 
passive 
weary 

Other words for "energetic" 
exuberant 
lively 
spirited 
vivacious 

Other words for "wise" 
knowledgable 
perceptive 
prudent 
shrewd 

Other words for "friendly" 
affable 
amiable 
gregarious 
welcoming 

Other words for "unfriendly" 
antisocial 
disagreeable 
hostile 
rude

Other words for "hard-
working" 
diligent 
industrious 
persevering
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Watch Story 
Pirates 60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Guess the 
age of a 
building

Read for 20 
minutes

Research 
the Native 
Americans 
of Michigan

Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw a local 
landmark HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)
Go 

swimming
Read for 20 

minutes

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
Do a good 

deed

Find all the 
states that 

border 
Michigan

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Name 3 
states that 
start with 

the letter M

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Go for a 
walk or hike 60 mins. of 

activity

Spot a fire 
truck

Week 2: Across America

From coast to coast, explore what it means to be American. Our 
featured careers this week are reporter, architect, and paramedic. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-2-America to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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29
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Introduction: State your opinion clearly.

WHY IS LANSING MICHIGAN’S CAPITAL?

Reason 1: Explain why you think your opinion is right. 

Reason 2: Provide a second reason, and provide some evidence. 

Reason 3: Explain how your opinion helps other people. 

Conclusion: Summarize your opinion and state what you’d like your reader to
do. 

EPISODE 102: MAKING MICHIGAN

Persuasive writing is used to help win people over to your opinion. Think
of something you believe in strongly, or maybe make up a funny or silly
idea use the graphic organizer below to help frame your ideas to write a
persuasive letter. 
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Emotion
What emotion would you like to "Show, Not Tell"? Pick one from the examples below, or just  
choose your own! If you're not sure what some of the words mean, look at the picture of the face  
for a clue.

What emotion are they 
feeling?

Who is your character? SHOW the emotion to the reader. What does the character SAY 
because they feel that way?
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Try an 
InPACT

Activity Card 60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Math 
Park

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Research a 
featured 
career

Design a 
new board 

game 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Help an 
adult make 
a healthy 

dinner
HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Make up a 
new sport 
or game Read for 20 

minutes

Practice 
portioning 

with 
Cyberchase

Watch Story 
Pirates

Try an 
InPACT

Activity Card

Learn about 
a famous 

athlete 

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Make an 
obstacle 
course 60 mins. of 

activity

Try a new 
food

Week 3: Sports and Games    

Get serious about fun pastimes from soccer to Sudoku. Our featured 
careers this week are dancer, athletic trainer, and musician. Scan the 
QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-3-Sports to explore all 
of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Hero’s name

Draw and label your hero!

CREATE YOUR HERO
Time  

to Draw!

PAGE 3



 Summer Fun Activity Book  | Upper Elementary  | Michigan Learning Channel |29
 Summer Fun Activity Book | Tweens | Michigan Learning Channel |65

Activity Cards
Cut out the cards. When 
you’re feeling antsy, try 
following the directions 
for one of the exercises! 

Blast-Off Lunges

Cereal Bowl

Lay Down Hip 
Stretch

Tap Backs Ski Jumps

Side Leg Lifts

Cloud WatchingAligator Breath



This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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An Ode to

DON’T HATE! APPRECIATE! LET’S WRITE AN ODE! 

EPISODE 104: TASTY MICHIGAN TREATS

Let‘s Celebrate What We Love
An ode is an ancient form of poetry that offers praise for an emotion, an
activity, a person, place or thing, or an idea.
Write an ode where you choose something in your local surroundings or
community to praise. Directly address the object of your affections with a
second-person pronoun (you). Use hyperbole. Try to write at least 10 lines!
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M A T H
P A R K

Fractions of a Set
Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then write 
the fraction you see in the picture. 

Michigan Learning Channel Math Park Episode 304
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Watch DIY 
Science 

Time 60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch 
ArchiTREKS

Try the 
Daring 
Design 

Challenge

Read for 20 
minutes

Find a green 
building 
outside

Watch 
Career Girls

Ask a family 
member 

about their 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Story 
Pirates HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Design a 
robot Read for 20 

minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Redesign 
something 

in your 
house

List things 
that use 

electricity

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Design an 
invention

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Math 
Park 60 mins. of 

activity

Find a tall 
building in 

your 
neighbor-

hood

Week 4: Engineering  

Tinker, design, build, rebuild, and find engineering everywhere. 
Our featured careers this week are engineers from all kinds of 
specializations, auto design director, and software developer. Scan 
the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-4-Engineering to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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The Ambassador Bridge
You may have heard of the Mackinac

Bridge in Michigan, but do you know

about the Ambassador Bridge? The

Ambassador Bridge is an important

bridge in Michigan that connects Detroit,

Michigan, and Windsor, Ontario, in

Canada! Many companies transport their

goods across the bridge on large trucks.

Imports and exports sent over the

bridge help people in both countries. 

DECODING WORDS: TRANSPORTATION

EPISODE 105: GETTING FROM HERE TO THERE

Let’s read about the Ambassador Bridge! Circle any words with the root
word -port-. Remember, -port- means “to carry or bring.” Then, use the key

to discuss what those words mean! 

PREFIXES
ex-

out or away

im-
in or into

trans-
across or beyond

SUFFIXES
-ant

doing the action of
the verb

-s
more than one

Write a sentence about the Ambassador Bridge! Include two -port- words.
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What are some words to describe your hero?

What is your hero’s WEAKNESS, or what is your hero AFRAID of?

What is your hero really GOOD at, or what is your hero’s TALENT?

What does your hero like to do on a NORMAL DAY, when they don’t have a big problem to solve?

DESCRIBE YOUR HERO

PAGE 4
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Michigan Learning Channel

M A T H
P A R K
Equivalent Fractions

Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then circle 
the symbol that goes between them. 

Math Park Episode 305
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69

Funded by a Ready 
to Learn Grant



This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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Funded by a Ready 
to Learn Grant



This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Read a 
story from a 

different 
country

Try “Going 
on a Book-

nic”

Read for 20 
minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy

Draw a 
family 

portrait 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Fill out the 
Career Girls 

Comic HAVE FUN!
(Free Space)

Watch Story 
Pirates Read for 20 

minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Write an 
original 

story

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Make a 
family 
recipe

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Draw a 
comic strip 60 mins. of 

activity

Watch Math 
Park

Week 5: Our Stories 

From legends to our everyday lives, stories shape who we are. Our 
featured careers this week are writer, archaeologist, and teacher. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-5-Stories to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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TELLING INTERGENERATIONAL STORIES

EPISODE 106: LET’S TALK TOGETHER

Rather than screen time, spend time talking!

Conversation Starters

Tell me about a time you laughed really hard.
Share a memory about when you felt
embarrassed.
How did you feel learning something new?
What was your favorite toy when you were a kid?

Walk & TalksTraveling
Conversations

Share connections
with 

books & shows
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M A T H
P A R K

Adding & Subtracting Fractions
Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then add 
and subtract the fractions. 

Michigan Learning Channel Math Park Episode 306
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What is the COMMUNITY where your story takes place? A city? A town? An underground snow 
fortress? Use your imagination, then draw and label a picture or map!

What is the HERO SIZED PROBLEM in the community?

THE HERO SIZED PROBLEM
Every story involves some sort of problem, but in a hero story that problem is SO HUGE that a whole 
community is in danger, and a hero needs to save the day! For more ideas  on how to create a Hero 
Sized Problem, check out our Hero Stories videos at  storypirates.com/storypiratesuniversity.

Time  
to Draw!

PAGE 5
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CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
The Hero Sized Problems of today can’t be solved just by punching, kicking, and blowing things up. 
Heroes need to be able to use their imaginations, and come up with creative ways to solve problems that 
nobody has ever thought of before. For more ideas on how to invent some creative solutions, and then have 
your hero try, fail, and try again, check out our Hero Stories videos at storypirates.com/
storypiratesuniversity.

The FIRST solution the hero tried:

The NEXT thing the hero tried:

The solution that FINALLY worked:

Unfortunately (what went wrong?):

Unfortunately (what went wrong?):

It worked because:

PAGE 6
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Go fishing
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes
Watch the 

sunset

Make a 
pond viewer

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Story 
Pirates

Name all 5 
Great Lakes

Design a 
boat or ship 60 mins. of 

activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw an 
underwater 

world HAVE FUN!
(Free Space)

Watch 
BeLEAF It or 

Not Read for 20 
minutes

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
Go 

swimming

List careers 
that work in 

or near 
water

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Play in the 
rain

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch the 
sunrise

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Week 6: Great Lakes 

Dive in and explore the lakes that make Michigan special. Our featured 
careers this week are meteorologist, oceanographer, and water 
chemist. Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-6-Lakes 
to explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Underwater World
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DIALOGUE PRACTICE

You can also draw your hero in an exciting scene, and add a speech bubble for what they’re saying.

A hero story needs lots of interesting dialogue. You want the reader to be able to hear it when your 
hero gives an inspiring speech, or whispers a secret plan, or makes a cool snappy comment. Practice 
writing some dialogue for your hero that you might put into a story later! For more ideas and 
information, watch our Hero Stories videos at storypirates.com/storypiratesuniversity.

Write some dialogue here. Use quotation marks, and check out the next page for some words you could use 
instead of “said”.

PAGE 7
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LAKE EFFECT SNOW AND DIALOGUE

BEGINNING MIDDLE ENDING

What interests you and would make a great story? Use the three-
column chart below to organize your writing into three parts. 

EPISODE 103: WHAT’S UP WITH THE WEATHER?
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Make paper 
airplanes 

with Ready 
Jet Go

60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Write a 
story about 

traveling

Learn to say 
hello in 
another 

language

Read for 20 
minutes

Write your 
hero story 
with Story 

Pirates

Design your 
own flag

Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Math 
Park HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Learn about 
a place 

you’d like to 
visit

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Watch 
Virtual 

Vitamin Z

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Make 
Density Art 60 mins. of 

activity

Create a 
musical 

instrument

Week 7: Around the World

Experience food, art, music, and cultures from around the globe. Our 
featured careers this week are chef, airplane pilot, and cybersecurity 
expert. Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-7-World 
to explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Density Art

2. You’ll need:
a. This printout
b. Plain printer paper or canvas paper
c. Food coloring
d. Vegatable Oil
e. Pipette or straw
f. Pan

Sc
an

ni
ng

 th
is

helps you

Discussion Questions:
Does the type of paper impact the art?     

How can you manipulate the colors to make more colors than you originally had in the food coloring box?

What if you added something like glitter to the oil and water mixture?

Fun Fact: 
Symmetry is used in photography to create beautiful images.  Butterflies have a line of 
symmetry down the center of their bodies.

1. Scan the QR code on this sheet to watch the video and follow along with Mister C.
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URBAN SPRAWL HAIKU 

EPISODE 112: WILDLIFE HABITS

 Mr. Kass explained the concept of urban sprawl and explained how Haiku, a
form of Japanese poetry, often explores the intersection between the natural
world and the human-built one. He then talked us through how to write a Haiku
that attempts to explore that intersection.

Mr. Kass’ Haiku

#1
On the lake bottom 
a walleye peeks into 

the nose of a soda bottle

#2
Mist rises above a stand

of Michigan pines
and a cell phone tower

#3
In the dumpster

behind a restaurant’s kitchen
the glint of a raccoon’s eye

 Read Mr. Kass’ examples of Haiku.1.
 Think about areas you’ve experienced where it seems like the natural world
is intersecting with the human built one.

2.

 Write your own Haiku where you explore that intersection. Try to write at
least 4-5 Haiku.

3.
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WRITE YOUR STORY!

PAGE 9

Write a title in the box below, then use the characters, emotions, and 
dialogue from earlier in this book to create a story! 
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Stargaze
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Draw a 
space 

creature 

Watch 
Career Girls

Read for 20 
minutes

Try the Odd 
Squad 
Robot 
Coder 

Create your 
own 

constella-
tion

Research a 
featured 
career 60 mins. of 

activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw your 
hero story 
with Story 

Pirates
HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Look at the 
clouds Read for 20 

minutes

Name all 
the planets 
in the solar 

system

Watch NASA 
at Home

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Visit a new 
place

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Design a 
rocket ship 60 mins. of 

activity Stargaze

Week 8: Space  

Meet astronauts and virtually visit the planets and stars. Our featured 
careers this week are astronaut, astronomer, and computer scientist. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Week-8-Space to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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See

Taste

Hear

Smell

Touch

We used the famous (and delicious!) Michigan pasty to help us learn a bit of history and see
a model of how to write descriptively about a favorite food.

Try
it!

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING

EPISODE 104 - MICHIGAN’S TASTY TREATS

Complete the chart below with sensory words to describe your favorite
meal. What do you see, taste, hear, smell, and touch while eating it? Then,
write a few descriptive sentences about your favorite meal including
sensory details from the chart to make your writing coming alive!

My Favorite Meal
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Time  
to Draw!

PAGE 11

DRAW YOUR STORY!
Use the story you wrote earl ier in this book to draw a comic! 
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DRAW YOUR STORY!

PAGE 12
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We’ve got more videos,
activity sheets, science
experiments, and more to
last the whole school year
on our website!

MORE LEARNING AND FUN
AT MICHIGANLEARNING.ORG

Keep on learning at MichiganLearning.org
Curious Crew

Extra Credit

The Planning Period
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UPPEr
ELEMENTARY

The contents of this book were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department 
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. The project is funded by a Ready To Learn grant (PR/Award No. S295A200004, CFDA No. 84.295A) 
provided by the Department of Education to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Version 2.5

Visit MichiganLearning.org and follow 
@MichLearning on social media to find out more.
Visit MichiganLearning.org and follow 
@MichLearning on social media to find out more.

On TV. Online. Statewide.

WATCH on Michigan Learning Channel 
or stream the channel at MichiganLearning.org

The State of Michigan 
Donald and Mary Kosch 

The Phillip and Lauren Fisher Fund for Children and Education 
The William H. & Patricia M. Smith Foundation

Thank You Sponsors!
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